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OVERVIEW 

DBXL v3.2’s Excel to XML Import feature provides the ability to convert row data from an Excel sheet (XLS file) to 

an InfoPath form (XML document). The feature uses a mapping skeleton that you specify to convert the Excel data 

into InfoPath forms. 

It can be used on a regular basis to interface data into an InfoPath solution. Many legacy systems support 

exporting data to Excel format. You can save these Excel files, create a configuration, and set up a task to process 

the Excel spreadsheets. Since this feature has the ability to check for duplicates, you will have the option to only 

convert new data rows into XML documents. 

Although there is already an existing tool called Qdabra Excel to InfoPath Migration Tool, this new DBXL 

component eliminates the need for installation of the tool since it already comes as a feature for DBXL v3.2. 

You may use this guide as reference on how to configure the Excel spreadsheet mapping for your InfoPath form or 

follow the whole guide’s step by step process by downloading the sample form and spreadsheet from this link: 

DBXL v3.2 XLS to XML sample files 

On the sample form provided, notice that there are 3 main fields at the top (OriginalId, CompanyName, and 

PhoneNumber) along with two repeating sections below. The first three fields will be treated as our Parent data, 

and the two repeating sections as Child data. We will be creating a Parent-Child type of relationship later on as we 

move forward. 

Another great thing about this feature is that it can support an unlimited amount of nested child repeating 

sections – if you look a little closer, you will notice that the E-mailAddress field is a repeating node: 
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DOCTYPE CONFIGURATION 

This section assumes that you have DBXL v3.2 installed on your server 

UPLOAD YOUR FORM TO DBXL 

In this section, you will be uploading your InfoPath form to DBXL as a document type. 

1. Open Internet Explorer and access the URL: 

http://<ServerName>/QdabraWebService/default.htm 

2. Once the page opens, click the DBXL Administration Tool hyperlink to manage your DBXL instance. 

3. Click the New Configuration link at the upper right portion of your screen. 

4. Click the Browse button and proceed to the folder location where your InfoPath template I located. 

5. Click the Save button to create the document type. 
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THE EXCEL FILE 

For an InfoPath form with a simple xml schema structure – meaning no repeating sections or parent and child 

relationship data, a single spreadsheet page is enough for conversion. 

Here’s a sample Excel sheet exported from a SharePoint Library:  

 

The data from the spreadsheet above can be easily mapped in a straightforward manner where rows represent 

each XML to be generated, and each column header as the schema field element. 

Forms with complex schema structures on the other hand will require two or more spreadsheet pages with key 

columns to specify or indicate relationships between multiple spreadsheets (for nested Parent - Child repeating 

tables). 

On sample XLS file provided, the MainValues page’s XLS to XML mapping is straightforward and self-explanatory: 
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The ID (OriginalId) here is used as an index that should be unique in order to identify if there are duplicate entries – 

to make it unique, you may use your Library ID if you are exporting data from SharePoint. 

The ProductsOwned sheet will require a key column that associates the data from the main page: 

 
 

Similarly, the ContactDetails sheet uses the key column for the parent ID, and another ID to associate the E-mail 

Addresses sheet: 

 

The E-mail Addresses on the other hand uses the key column (see ID column from above image) to associate itself 

with the ContactDetails sheet: 
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XLS TO XML IMPORT CONFIGURATION 

Now that we have the two major components for the conversion all set, let’s proceed with the XLS to XML 

mapping configuring. 

One requirement for the mapping is the Key Info which will be treated as the index. 

 

6. At the General settings page, click Insert Index for the Indexes section. 

7. Create a meaningful name for the Index Name such as DBXLID. 

 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/


Page 7 of 13 
 

  

 

   

http://www.qdabra.com 

Last updated on 5/8/2017 2:53 PM 

Copyright © 2006-2017 Autonomy Systems, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

Since this is the unique index number, it makes sense to use the xpath of the OriginalId field. 

8. Open the CompanyContactInfo xsn template in design mode (right click > select design).  

9. Right click OriginalId and click properties 

10. Select Copy XPath. 

11. Paste the copied value onto the XPath field and click Save. 

12. After saving your document type, a set of new tabs will be displayed. Click the Import button tab to open 

up the XLS to XML Import page.  

 

GENERAL SETTINGS  

13. At the General settings section, browse for the Excel spreadsheet file and upload. 

 

 
Note that your spreadsheet must be in XLS format (not XLSX). 
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14. StartingRow: The row of the Excel file where processing should start. In the case of repeating data, this 

only applies to the main spreadsheet specified in the top-level mapping. 

Since the header is on the first row, it makes sense to set the Start Row to the value 2. 

15. LastRow: This optional field can be used to specify a stopping row if needed. Leave the default value as '0' 

if you don't wish to specify the last row – this would generate XMLs for all the rows in the Excel sheet. 

16. Use Indexes: Set this to true to use doctype indexes (configured in DAT) to identify forms that have 

already been submitted to DBXL. If this is false, this tool will use a slower method that doesn't require 

indexes to be configured. 

17. To allow overwriting existing documents in DBXL, you must set Allow Document Overwrite to true, and 

provide an xpath filter. This xpath is used to identify documents that have already been submitted. 

Sample xpath:  

/my:myFields[my:OriginalId = '{{0}}'] 

18. Name, Author, and Description are optional but very useful – the data here is displayed on the 

Documents tab page to help identify submitted documents in a quick glance. 

19. (Optional): Doc Filter XPath is required if Use Indexes is false. It is an XPath to identify documents that 

have already been submitted, and produce no match for those that haven't. 

Here’s how your configuration may look like at this point: 
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20. For the Key Info section, specify the Index Name (the DBXLID which was declared earlier), along with the 

associated ID from the spreadsheet. 

 

 If Use Indexes is true, Index Name should indicate the name of the index (DBXLID), and Column Name 

should indicate the name of a column in the main spreadsheet that corresponds to the field stored in 

that index. 

 If Use Indexes is false, Column Name should indicate a column in the main spreadsheet whose will be 

used in the <Doc Filter XPath> format string. Index Name can be blank in this case (see step 17). 

 

The indexes used by the Excel to XML tool (above) must match the indexes set up in the DocType’s 

General Settings page (below): 

 

XLS TO XML MAPPING 

In this section each Excel spreadsheet column is mapped to an XML field. 

21. Parent Sheet: This section specifies the mapping to the root node in the target XML and the parent sheet 

in the Excel file. 

a. Root: The XPath of a node in the target XML, relative to which all other XPaths will be evaluated. 

b. Sheet Name: Should indicate the main (top level) spreadsheet of the Excel file. 
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c. Fields: The list of fields from the main spreadsheet that should be inserted into the generated 

XML forms. 

i. Column Name – the name of a column in the main spreadsheet 

 Node XPath – the path to the corresponding XML field (relative to the Root node 

specified above). 

 Data Type – data type of the corresponding field in the form. 

 Nillable – uncheck this box if the corresponding field ‘cannot be blank’. 

 Special – used for fields that use InfoPath functions such as today(). 

 

22. Child Sheet: Indicates mappings to child spreadsheets in the target Excel file, to be mapped to the parent 

spreadsheet and into the XML forms.  This section is optional. 

a. ParentKeys - This section should contain one or more nodes. 

i. Child Field – the name of a column in this child spreadsheet, that has values that 

correspond to values in a column of the parent spreadsheet (indicated with the Parent 

Field node) 

ii. Parent Field – the name of the column in the parent spreadsheet that defines the 

relationship of this child sheet to the parent sheet. 

 

Follow the same guidelines as above when adding the Mapping info for the child sheets. 

 

 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/


Page 11 of 13 
 

  

 

   

http://www.qdabra.com 

Last updated on 5/8/2017 2:53 PM 

Copyright © 2006-2017 Autonomy Systems, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

Repeat same pattern as above when adding child sheets. Child mappings can be nested inside other child 

mappings to handle parent -> child -> grandchild [-> great grandchild, etc] relationships. 

 

When done, click the Submit button to generate the XML files. 

You should receive a confirmation message that the conversion was successful. 
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Proceed to the Documents page by clicking the Document tab and verify that you have your XMLs generated: 

 

Unlike the Qdabra Excel to XML Migration Tool, this feature currently only offers one output location which is 

directly to DBXL. 

 

If you wish to export the XML files to a local folder or directly upload to SharePoint, kindly download the tool from 

the link provided above. 
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SUPPORT 

  
Qdabra Software Phone:   877.544.2389 
218 Main Street, Suite 731, Kirkland, WA 98033 Email:   Support@Qdabra.com  
 Website: http://www.qdabra.com  
 Community: http://www.infopathdev.com  
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